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Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEL AVIV 10130 

FOR IG ELIOT FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ASIG, IS 

SUBJECT: INSPECTION SCHEDULE FOR TEL AVIV 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN ALERTED THAT TEL AVIV WILL BE INSPECTED 
DURING THE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER CYCLE, BUT NO FIRM DATE HAS 
BEEN SET. LOOKING OVER THE MIDDLE EASTERN DIPLOMATIC 
CALENDAR FOR THE AUTUMN, WHICH WILL BE FILLED WITH SOME 
CLIMACTIC DRAMA, I CONCLUDE THAT NOVEMBER WOULD BE HIGHLY 
PREFERABLE FOR US. THE CHANCES ARE SOMEWHAT SMALLER 
THEN (ALTHOUGH SUCH PREDICTIONS ARE HAZARDOUS) THAT WE 
WILL BE ENMESHED IN A CRISIS AND BETTER ABLE TO FOCUS 

OUR ATTENTION ON THE INSPECTION. A SECOND FACTOR IS THAT 
MY DCM, DICK VIETS, WILL NOT RETURN FROM HOME LEAVE 
UNTIL LATE SEPTEMBER. MY ENERGIES ARE ALMOST TOTALLY 
CONSUMED BY THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS AND THE CONTINUING 
CRISIS IN LEBANON. I NEED HIM HERE FOR SEVERAL WEEKS 
TO HELP US GET READY BEFORE THE INSPECTORS ARRIVE. 

2. I WOULD BE VERY GRATEFUL FOR ANYTHING YOU CAN DO TO 
SEE THAT THE INSPECTORS DO NOT ARRIVE BEFORE EARLY 
NOVEMBER. 

LEWIS 
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